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                                              MARYLAND
                                                     2011 Junior Team Tennis 

                                          Rules and Regulations

1. Championship Year – Sept.1, 2010 – Aug.31, 2011.  A possible 4 seasons of play – Fall, Winter, Spring, Summer.  To advance to championships players must remain age eligible through Aug.31, 2011.

2. Tennis Link is the official system for registering teams and players.  If local format is different from what is required for advancement a local championships will be conducted to advance teams.  The local championships must be held over at least 2 days so each player can have 3 separate matches posted on Tennis Link to advance to the State (District) Championship.

3. At the State (District) Championship there are 5 age divisions: 8U; 10U; 12U; 14U; 18U with 2 levels (Intermediate & Advanced) in 10 – 18 and an OPEN division in 8.

4. QUICKSTART FORMAT:  In conjunction with the 2012 rule change that all 10 & Under play must be played using the approved QuickStart format for All 10 and under divisions in MAS – JTT, programs must play the QuickStart format locally.  10U Beginner & Intermediate must play on the 60’ court with the orange ball.  10U Advanced and 12U Beginner have the option to play on the 78’ court with the green ball.

5. All Jr. Team Tennis Captains/ Co-Captains; Coaches or Assistant Coaches are required to obtain a background check for the 2011 season.  All adults dealing directly with the children must have this done 3 weeks before the start of the season.  Go to the Mid-Atlantic web site to do your background check.

6. Players with 300 – MAS ranking points or more must play in the advanced divisions of an age group.  In Junior Team Tennis ranking points in one age division count for all age divisions (EX.  If a player has 300 ranking points in 12U that player would have to play Advanced in 14’s & 18’s as well).

A. Local Coordinators must verify rankings of all players registering for a team to insure accurate placement.

B. Local Coordinators will be held responsible for placement of kids at competition levels.  If a player is a legitimate 3.5 player he/she must play 
                          Advanced even if he/she has no ranking points.
7. When registering players on Tennis Link coordinators and coaches must allow for the cost of the JTT Nike shirt - $13; USTA Membership - $19; Tennis Link administrative fee - $3 (minimum) or 7.5% +.50 per registration if program fee is $35 or more.

8. Each winning team & each 2nd place team in each age division at each skill level is eligible to advance to the Sectional Championships from the State (District) Championships.  In order to advance to Nationals a player must have played in either the State (District) Tournament or the Sectional Tournament.  A player may not just play locally and then advance to the National Tournament if his/her team wins the Sectional event.
9. Each team will have a team deposit of $150 held on a credit card.  This is done to insure that the team participates throughout the JTT State (District) Championships.  If a team leaves the Championship before its completion, the credit card will be charged the deposit fee.  Teams that complete the tournament will not be charged the deposit fee.

10. Format and Scoring of State (District) Tournament will be determined by the tournament committee.

11. Team registration fee for the 2011 State (District) Tournament will be $25 per player.

12. Substitutions of players to Championships can only be done when team size falls below 6 players (3 boys & 3 girls).  The substitute player must be from the same local league and have 3 matches posted on Tennis Link.  At any time there may only be one boy and one girl substituted. (Ex. You can not substitute 2 of the same gender) 
13. It takes 2 teams to make a local league.
14. Grievance Committee:  Maryland State (District) shall appoint its own grievance committee for Junior Team Tennis.  This committee shall consist of no less than 3 people including the chair.  All complaints alleging a violation of the USTA Constitution and By-Laws; USTA regulations; the Rules of Tennis or other USTA regulations or standards of good conduct, fair play and good sportsmanship shall be filed in writing by the team coach, manager or league coordinator.  Parents and players are not permitted to file grievances.  Local leagues handle their own grievances and set their own rules of competition.  The local rules must be approved by the State (District) Coordinator.  Grievance procedures are outlined in the National Handbook (3.02-3.04B).
15. At the Maryland State (District) JTT Championships a disqualified player’s results will be posted as a win for the opponent (Ex.: In playing best of 3 four game sets, the winning score would be posted as- 4-0, 4-0).  If disqualification is proven a grievance does not need to be filed.
Types of disqualification:  age misrepresentation; USTA member status; JNTRP rating too high; ranking points too high.

16. GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP is required at the State (District) Tournament.  Good sportsmanship is required by players, coaches, fans including family, friends and bystanders.  No interference will be allowed during, before or after match play.  Coaches will only coach on changeovers and will not be allowed on the court.  Coaches may never coach during tie-breakers.  If inappropriate behavior is evident those persons will be removed from the competition site.
17. It is a Maryland State (District) rule that on teams of 6 players, 2 players play twice.  On teams of 7 players, 1 player plays twice.  On teams of 8 players, 8 players play once.  On teams of 9 players, 8 players play once in the first match and the ninth player plays first in the second match.  On teams of 10 players, 8 players play once in the first match and the 9th & 10th players play first in the second match.  On the second day of competition this rotation starts over again.  This rule allows all kids that travel to the state tournament a fair share of the State Championships.

18. The 3 matches that need to be played at the local level to advance to the State Championships must be played on separate days.  If 2 matches are played on one day the matches must be at separate times (Ex.: one match in the morning and one match in the afternoon).  The 3rd match must be on a different day.  If a player plays twice in one match, it still counts as one match.

19. No team can advance to the State (District) Championship from a Non-Championship eligible season or a Locally Branded program.
20. At the State (District) Championships the State (District) Coordinator or someone assigned by the Coordinator will input scores on Tennis Link.  All scores must be entered by the last day of the Championships.  No matches played after the last day of the Championships will be entered unless an unusual circumstance is approved by the tournament committee.
21. Players participating in State (District) Championships have the opportunity to receive USTA/Mid-Atlantic Level 4 ranking points for singles and same gender doubles (40 points per match won).  No ranking points are awarded for Mixed Doubles.
22. All local league program coordinators must certify their team to the State (District) Coordinator, 2 weeks before the start of the State (District) Tournament.  Program Coordinators must provide ranking points for all players as of Aug. 31, 2010.  Players who have 300 ranking points or more or are 3.5 players or more must play in the Advanced division of their age group.        
